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PRESIDENT'S UPDATE
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MEMBER HIGHLIGHTS
Interested in highlighting your work or
bringing attention to your field? Email Bess
(bess.vlaisavljevich@usd.edu) for details!

OFFICERS ELECTED FOR 2021-2022
Elections for officers are held each year. We currently have five positions:
President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, and Science Outreach Officer. This
year the president is Amber Lively (top left), the vice-president is Rachel Rahn (top
center), the secretary is Jessi Symcox (top right), the treasurer is Megan Quast
(bottom left), and the science outreach officer is Bess Vlaisavljevich (bottom
center). Also shown are Amber, Megan, and Jessi this fall at the Girl Scouts Believe
In Girls (BIG) event kicking off our in-person activities for the year1
We are also excited to have some new members joining us and hope to get to know
you throughout the next year. If you would like to get more involved don't hesitate
to contact us individually or at easternsouthdakota@gwis.org
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GIRL SCOUTS
BELIEVE IN GIRLS
(BIG) EVENT
On October 9th, GWIS Eastern South
Dakota participated in the local Girl
Scouts (Dakota Horizons) Believe In
Girls (BIG) Event which promoted STEMbased activities and education for pre-K
thru 12th-grade participants. Nearly 200
participants registered for the event.
GWIS Eastern South Dakota provided an
activity where participants were exposed
to the concept of gene sequencing by
creating a two-sided bracelet with beads
representing nucleotide bases.
Officers Amber Lively (Chapter
President), Jessi Symcox (Chapter
Secretary), and Megan Quast (Chapter
Treasurer), accompanied by GWIS
supporter Kurt Reichelt, facilitated the
activity. This was the Chapter’s first inperson event in almost two years due to
the COVID-19 pandemic! We are so happy
to be back!
Not only did we meet many girls, but we
also met teachers who were interested in
using this activity in their classrooms.

PAGE 3

UPCOMING EVENTS
WIS Event (March 7th)
Volunteers welcome for this event in
Sioux Falls (https://wissiouxfalls.com/)
GWIS Trivia Night (March 26th)
Eastern SD GWIS will sponsor an online
trivia event in March. More details and
the date will come soon!
USD IdeaFest (April 6-7th)
We hope to table at IdeaFest to raise
awareness of our group and recruit
members. Volunteers welcome!
Officer Nominations for 2022 (May 1st)
Stay tuned to your inboxes in April for a
nomination form.
GWIS Social with Keynote Speaker
This event will take place in June.
Nominations for the keynote speaker are
welcome.

RELATED NEWS
Barbie recently announced a new doll
inspired by female scientists including
one of the developers of the COVID-19
vaccine, Prof. Sarah Gilbert (More here)
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DID YOU KNOW
THAT
BARBIE HAS
WOMEN IN STEM
DOLLS NOW?

